CHAPTER
II

WHITE ROSE OR WHITE HORSE?

/"pHE first problem which eighteenth-century Britain
-L had to settle was the choice between the White Rose
of Stuart and the White Horse of Hanover. Legally, the
decision had been taken by the Act of Settlement in 1701,
and from the moment Anne died on that August morning
at Kensington the King of Great Britain, France, and
Ireland was George I, Elector of Hanover. That is to
say, if it be admitted that Parliament has the right
to determine the succession to the throne. Otherwise,
the lawful monarch was James III and VIII. In what
proportions public opinion was divided between them
it is by no means easy to say. In 1743 Pulteney estimated
that two-thirds of the country was still Tory;1 and
thirty-five years later Dr. Johnson horrified Boswell with
the remark, "If England were fairly polled, the present
King would be sent away to-night, and his adherents
hanged to-morrow."2 The course of events soon proved
that there was to be considerable doubt for many years
to come where English sympathies lay, but there could
be none as to opinion in Ireland. The Catholic majority
was for the Stuarts, and the Protestant minority was for
Hanover, but the latter had entrenched itself so firmly
since it violated the Treaty of Limerick that not a dog

1  Coxe, W.: The Life of Sir Robert Walpole.

2  Boswell, J.: The Life of Samuel Johnson.
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